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and that its permanent existence was assured. In
1461 it was weaker than in 1399, because it had
reached a certain point of importance and then
declined, and had it not been for external circum-
stances it might have disappeared. As it was it
lived ; its independence had vanished, but there was
the possibility of recovery.

The division among the nobles was the salvation
of Parliament. Had the Baronage been united, it is
probable that the course of English history would
have been similar to that of France; the destruction
of popular institutions being followed by a reaction
in favour of the Monarchy and the establishment of a
despotism based on the people. But, as it was, each
party in the Baronage found the support, voluntary
or involuntary, of Parliament, useful in the quarrel,
and thus Yorkists and Lancastrians alike legalised
their acts through the medium of the Commons. In
more ways than one, the Wars of the Roses were a
blessing in disguise. Not only did the quarrel pre-
serve the existence of Parliament, but it also
destroyed the nobles. In the battles of the civil war,
and in the wholesale executions which followed the
temporary triumph of either party, the Baronage was
nearly exterminated. The u overmighty subjects"
ceased to be, and a strong central government
became possible once more. At the same time,
England learnt the evils of a weak executive, and
the old jealousy between the two branches of the
government died out, not to be revived until the
Commons were able to take the control of both into
their own hands with reasonable hopes of success.